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EVANGELIISING THROUGH DIALOGUE
The General Chapter 2003 says that “dialogue commits all the dimensions of our life to creation, to society, to the fraternity and to the mission” (LgP 28). It therefore inserted the Service for Dialogue into the Secretariat for Evangelisation (LgP Proposal 42) as an opportune way of evangelising through ecumenical, inter-religious and cultural dialogue. 

In a society that is evermore pluralist from the cultural and religious point of view, a Franciscan, with his charismatic resources, can prepare the way and announce Jesus Christ in places and situations where dialogue is the only or the most suitable way of evangelising. 

1.- Orientations of the SD on the presence of this dimension in evangelisation
a) Our franciscan way of evangelisation, received from St. Francis, is characterised by dialogue. The Order, therefore, wished to promote and support new structures, such as the SD, which would help the Friars to evangelise through a positive and open attitude which would make us open to all men and women.

b) The determination of the Church to consider the way of dialogue as something irreversible and its continuous references to St. Francis as a man of reconciliation, peace and dialogue, means that dialogue must be a characteristic and a permeating value in our evangelisation and promote unity and peace among men and women, and make the explicit proclamation of Jesus Christ, the one Saviour and Redeemer, possible through it. 

c) Franciscan evangelisation must be nourished by our spirituality. Francis was a man reconciled with God, himself, others and creation. This is the spirit which must be in all Franciscans and must animate their evangelising work in the acceptance of others, in its spirituality, in its fraternal spirit, in its openness to the values of others, in its pacific attitude, in its respect for and submission to every creature for love of God. 

d) It is what the Church asks of us when it says that pastoral and missionary work should have the franciscan seal in parishes, teaching, health care and missionary activity which is in contact with different cultures. It is the “spirit of Assisi”, with which we must seek unity among Christians, believers of other religions and people of different cultures. 

e) The franciscan life (the experience of God, reconciliation and fraternal relationships as a model of ecclesial life) constitutes a natural reference point for the ecumenical area and constitutes the vocation of the Friars to dialogue which enables the Order to give an impulse to its evangelisation through a new style and new forms.  

2.- How can dialogue signify a decisive element in the renewal of our way of evangelising today? 

Taking into account, on the one hand, the characteristics of franciscan evangelisation, its charism and dynamism, and on the other hand, the complex societies which are being formed in the present-day world, the open, respectful and fraternal attitude of dialogue can help:

- evangelisation by giving testimony of unity among Christians (necessary for the world to believe) and 

- collaboration with other believers in order to achieve objectives which would improve society through the contribution of believers to justice, peace and universal fraternity. 

Dialogue, as an element which in itself is evangelising, can therefore give us: 

1.- an ecumenical view of the phenomenon of the migration of many non-Catholic Christians 

2.- an attitude of hospitality and openness to believers of other religions, especially to Muslims, in lands that are traditionally Catholic, and vice versa

3.- an ability to promote faithful pastoral activity open to new perspectives and to suitable pastoral structures which would guarantee communion between pastoral agents and the local hierarchy 

4.- a way to make a new strategy for missions possible: going out to others in order to live with them, creating a truly human co-existence and appreciating mutual relations 

5.- the possibility to work together as the Franciscan Family by creating a net-work of mutual help, recourses and activities which would manifest unity of charism and activity, according to the Gospel revealed to Francis. 

3.- Indications for reflection in groups

1.- How do you believe dialogue should be present in evangelisation and what role can lay Christians play in this task? 

2.- How can collaboration and work in common with the other members of the Franciscan Family be encouraged? Are there initiatives in this respect in your Conference? 

3.-  Has a Delegate for dialogue been appointed in your Provinces? Is there a Commission for dialogue in your Conference? What are the difficulties? 

Do you know what use is made of the aids published by the Service for Dialogue in the Provinces and fraternities? What influence do they have in the formation of the Friars on this topic? How are they valued and accepted? 

